Autumn
This autumn seems to have been especially beautiful.  The colours have been varied and striking and there has been a bumper crop of horse chestnuts.  Although nature is starting to wind down as we draw nearer to the close of the year, it manages to do so in a rather lovely way.  Somehow this season also seems to contain the promise that the colours will return, although in a different way, when the spring comes once more.  It helps us to remember that in this world everything has its ending but also that every ending contains the seed of a new beginning.[image: A tree branches with orange leaves  AI-generated content may be incorrect.]


November - the month of All Saints Day, All Souls and Remembrance Sunday - seems to be an ideal time for reflecting upon the joys and the sorrows of the past year.  In liturgical terms, November is the end of the yearly cycle, in which the celebration of Christ the King is the final Sunday before the beginning of Advent.  It is a yearly reminder that all things are brought to completion through Christ, who is both our judge and our Redeemer.

Christ is the beginning and the end – the Alpha and the Omega, as we are reminded in the book of the Revelation of St John.  For Christians, Advent is a new beginning in which we not only anticipate the celebration of Christmas but also keep in mind the promise of Jesus that he would be with us until the end of time.  As God is sovereign over all times and seasons, this also contains the promise that we are destined for eternal life.

As we draw nearer to the end of 2025, we can look ahead as Mothers’ Union to a year of celebration, since 2026 will be the 150th anniversary of the beginning of our movement.  In preparation for every celebration, our Church’s year reminds us to take a bit of time to reflect over the past year.  What do we want to be different next year?  What would we like to celebrate and what are our hopes?  We can be sure that God will be guiding us into the future, just as we have been guided in the past.
November 2025
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