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Reflection June 2022
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Christian care for families



My Dear Friends, Greetings in the name of our Lord and Saviour, Jesus Christ. I hope like me you have been enjoying the warmer weather and lighter nights. My garden seems to be enjoying the summer weather too and I have been spending time planting so that I can enjoy some fresh fruit and veg later in the year. It always amazes me when, each year I have the pleasure of experiencing once again the growth of fresh fruit including pears and apples. I had to plant a new apple tree this year because the storms of the winter caused a fence to fall on the little tree I had and destroy it. However, with God’s good grace the new tree is now showing fruit, which hopefully I will be able to enjoy come the Autumn. But let’s not get carried away by Autumn just yet even though as we get to the middle of the month we will once again come to the longest day, followed by midsummers day and then a turning back towards shorter days again. Let us not think too much about that because we have much to do beforehand, God has work for us to do and only we can do it. I have been reflecting on what life was like before Covid and I think we are now more or less back to being able to do all that we could before. It is time for us to transform ourselves into the people we were before.
I know for many of you leaving home and meeting up with others, is not easy, but if you are able, even with help, do make that effort, make the first move, 
don’t be the one to leave it to others to do that. God created us to live in families, but these come in many shapes and sizes. There is the family which is made up of related people, parents, children, grandchildren. There is the family of the church, and there is the family which is formed of a group of friends, which includes the Mothers’ Union. So, let’s make contact with someone we haven’t seen for a while. Let’s pick up the phone and invite a friend for a cup of tea, if this is difficult for you ask someone to help you, because human contact is so important. Throughout the bible we read about friends who love and support one another, not least that very special group of friends, the disciples. These friends went out of their way to [image: image2.jpg]


share together, to follow a man who was able to teach them how to live, but also to have fun and celebrate. Within our church life we have one very important thing to celebrate in June, the Day of Thanksgiving for the institution of the Holy Communion [Corpus Christi] this is a time to remember what Jesus did for us, he give up everything so we might live.

So, as we soak up the summer sun and those longer days let us give thanks and celebrate, because we have much to celebrate not least the Queen’s Jubilee. We remember that she is our Patron and supports all that we do, so let us support her and be part of the many celebrations planned for this very special occasion. 
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The Mothers’ Union ‘Jubilee Summer of Hope’ activity booklet has many suggestions and ideas which can be used even if you can’t leave home. How about planting a sunflower where it can be seen by all who pass by? There are many shades and sizes so if you can’t plant it in the ground, then make sure you choose a smaller variety and plant it in a pot so that everyone who comes to visit you will see it, sunflowers always make us smile and open conversation. It’s a wonderful way to share our faith with our community as well as sharing hope for the future. 
Here is a prayer written by Kerry Ginever, from St Mary’s MU in New Plymouth, Aotearoa, New Zealand which you may like to use. 
O God, the hope and joy of all who trust in you, we pray for those who do not yet know you. May they learn of your great love for them, and find their hope and joy in you. This we ask in the precious name of Jesus. AMEN 
 If you are able to do more, then how about getting together with others, planning a tea party and inviting more friends to come and share it. Remember this should be a fundraiser for the Summer of Hope, which is designed to bring us together and help those members around the world to grow in confidence so they in their turn can help others, so a small charge for tea would be in order. Whatever you do, wherever you do it, do it, because sharing with others TRANSFORMS LIVES. I know you will be praying as you always do for the work of the MU and I thank you for that because it is so needed.
I have included here the words of the Indoor Members Prayer so that we can all say the same words. May the Lord bless you as you enjoy the wonderful world God has made.

Love & Prayers

Jenny

Let us Pray

Loving, heavenly Father, Lord of all the world,

You know the secret thoughts of every heart and hear the prayers of all.

You have chosen us to work for you and be one in prayer.

Guide us in our prayerful task, and strengthen us to do you will.

Uphold us in our weakness and our doubt that those for whom we intercede may truly come to know your healing peace and love. 

We ask in Jesus’ name your only Son, our Lord. Amen

Creation

God gave us sunshine, birds and trees the star filled sky above.

He gave us beauty, flowers and friends and special people to love….

And then because each life would bring its share of stress and care, he gave to us a wondrous gift--- the miracle of prayer….

How good it is to know His love is always there to comfort, help and guide us through the miracle of prayer.

From Prayers we Breathe  
