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Amal thanking Sheffield Diocesan Mothers’ Union
for the blanket presented to her

A publication about Mothers’ Union in the Diocese of Sheffield

A letter from Gill,
our President
As I write this letter to you all, the rain is
pouring down and we are being blown
and battered by yet another storm.
I know that some areas in the North and also
South of the British Isles are being affected
much worse than we are at the moment. There
have been scenes of destruction everywhere
as trees have been blown over and roofs
swept away. However, as I look out of the
window, there are signs of spring all around.
The snowdrops and crocus that are appearing
in our garden, churchyard and fields, together
with new buds on the trees, are welcome sights
to lift our spirits. One of the prayers from ‘Dear
Lord’ is:

“As we bathe in the warmth of the
early Spring sunshine, may we feel
the warmth of your love and radiate it
to others.”
So, at the start of this new Triennium, we are
challenged to look to the future with fresh vision
and transform the churches and communities
that we work with. In Sheffield Diocese we have
always had the churches and communities
in our minds when planning future events.
The challenge now is for us all, at diocese,
deanery and branch level, to consider how we
can appeal to a wider, and perhaps younger,
group of people. It may mean organising
something, which has been tried previously,
but now planning it in a different way or held
in a different venue. We need to be open to
new suggestions and new ways of working.
Many branches are now being managed by

a committee rather than having a leader or
co-ordinator. This seems to be a wonderful way
of spreading the work load and encouraging
more people to become involved. If we are to
continue the work that Mary Sumner started
many years ago then we need to be positive
in our attitude, flexible in our approach yet
remaining caring, friendly and welcoming to
all. Our Mothers’ Union theme for this year
is ‘Transformation - now!’ So… take a deep
breath, think what a difference YOU can make,
put your thoughts into action and …
Smile as you wear your badge
Love from Gill

The Walk Amal’s visit
What an amazing day it was
when Amal, a 3.5 metre
high puppet representing
a child refugee, lost, alone
and looking for her mother
arrived in Sheffield, on
29th October. Amal, meaning
Hope, had travelled from
the Syrian border through
Europe to the UK.

She was welcomed by thousands of people at
Victoria Quays after travelling along the canal
on a working boat and she acknowledged
the crowds, turning and waving with her hair
blowing in the breeze.

Later, moving to the Peace Gardens we were
treated to more dancing, music, fireworks and
a light show on the side of the Town Hall. It was
great to see so many families of all nationalities
joining in all three places.

At dusk in Tudor Square children paraded
decorated lanterns they had made and danced
with Amal. Who would have thought that our

Thank you to all the Mothers’ Union members
who took part in giving out MU leaflets and
engaging with people throughout the day and
to all the others who knitted enough squares
to a make a very large blanket for Amal and
several smaller ones, which are being given
to aid organisations. Thank you to Sheila for
sewing up all the squares-a mammoth task.
The blanket, banners and tray of food attracted
much attention and photo opportunities.

It was a very emotional moment as
she bent her head to us, took a small
blanket in her hand and signed thank
you in Makaton, touching her heart.
group would be given the opportunity thanks
to Charles, a member of the support team, to
get up close to Amal, say a few words to her
and present a tray of food and the blanket? It
was a very emotional moment as she bent her
head to us, took a small blanket in her hand
and signed thank you in Makaton, touching her
heart. Even though she was a large puppet we
could see the child refugee she represented.

A huge thank you to Jo-Anne for all her hard
work during the planning process, meeting with
the organisers and making our banners. Her
enthusiasm motivated us all. We were so very
pleased to have this chance to represent the
Mothers’ Union at such a good event.
Susan Sayles

A big thank you

Letters

from Jo-Anne Van Levesley

Maureen Moore was surprised to receive
a bouquet of flowers from Gill Fellows.
Gill was thanking Maureen for the years
she has been working hard to make sure
that we received money from Gift Aid.

Dear Members and Friends,
I am delighted to write to inform you that I am
continuing to serve in my role as Trustee for
what will be my fourth Triennium as Membership
Development Co-ordinator (nee Training).

Thank you, Maureen,
from all our members.

Also to inform you that after much prayer,
thought and encouragement, I am also taking
on the role of Vice President for Sheffield
and Rotherham Archdeaconry.

A bouquet for Pat Simpson to say
Thank you from Sheffield Diocese
for all the work you have done with
the Diocesan Website.

I feel we are at a very interesting point in
Mothers’ Union, with much to do. Following on
from the consultation and learning of MULOA,
(Mothers’ Union - Listening, Observing and
Acting) to our new theme ‘Transformation,
NOW!’ 2022. This includes Re- Imagining
MU for this Century. I will shortly be attending

Thank you very much.

The New Triennium 2022
Transformation Now
New Officers
Jo-Anne Van Levesley is taking over as
Vice President for Sheffield & Rotherham
Archdeaconry. Her email address is
vp.sheffield@sheffieldmu.co.uk
Please note: This is a new email address and
NOT the same as the previous vp address for
Sheffield & Rotherham!
Moira Leach is taking over as Rotherham
Deanery Leader and her email address is
rotherham.leader@sheffieldmu.co.uk Her
email address for Safeguarding remains the
same safeguarding@sheffieldmu.co.uk

We welcome Susan Rivett as the new
Tankersley Deanery Leader tankersley.
leader@sheffieldmu.co.uk
Margaret Vivian as Ecclesfield Deanery
Leader ecclesfield.leader@sheffieldmu.
co.uk
Mary Williams as Faith & Policy Coordinator
faith.policy@sheffieldmu.co.uk
Ecclesall and Attercliffe Deaneries have joined
together and are now known as Ecclesall
& Attercliffe Deanery with Sally Wood as
the Deanery Leader. ecclesall.leader@
sheffieldmu.co.uk

the Conference and feel a real privilege in
representing the views and vision from Sheffield
Diocese, collected from our meetings and
conversation. I am sure there will be more to do
as we progress taking in the vision forward.
I look forward to meeting you, and working with
you on the aims of our founder Mary Sumner,
and God’s plan for the future of our special
Worldwide Organisation.
Peace and blessings

from Liz Paver
It has been my privilege and pleasure to serve as Vice- President
for Doncaster Archdeaconry for the past Triennium, 2019 – 2022,
and I look forward to the next three years in office.
However, I am sure like me the last two Covid
years are very difficult to recall in details of
happenings and dates. They will go down in
Mothers’ Union history as possibly the most
disrupted since the end of World War Two.
But, despite churches being closed, branches
and deaneries being unable to meet for many
months, you members have been determined
to continue to fulfil your Enrolment Promises to
meet the needs of your communities to the very
best of your ability, sustained by prayer and trust
in our ever faithful Lord Jesus. We have learned
new skills and met each other virtually by Zoom
and rediscovered the value of a ‘phone call,
card or note, to many in isolation.
Let us together build even more lines of
communication to enable the work of the

Mothers’ Union
be more
widely known
throughout the Diocese
thus encouraging more members
to join us. Archbishop Rowan Williams was
often reported as saying that “the Mothers’
Union is the 6th Mark of Mission throughout the
Anglican World”.
May we seek ways to be more Mission
orientated as our founder, Mary Sumner would
have intended. My heartfelt thanks to you all for
your individual contributions.
I look forward to meeting as many of you as
possible during this Triennium.
Liz Paver Doncaster Archdeaconry.

A letter from
our Chaplain

No more ‘One in Three’
On a very icy Saturday at the end of November
brave members fought treacherous road
conditions to make a stand against gender
based violence.

The steadfast love of the Lord never ceases,
his mercies never come to an end;
they are new every morning;
great is your faithfulness.
(Lamentations 3:22,23)

As winter moves towards spring we begin to
see the signs of new life. Our garden continues
to provide us with its wide variety of illustrations
of life! The humble snowdrops in the Rectory
garden only begin to flower in February. The
anticipation of them is evident in the green
shoots as they poke their heads through the
ground and once they begin to flower there is a
blanket like white lace. This is a sign of hope for
the coming year.
Beneath the ground bulbs appear to be
dormant but this is part of their life cycle. At
a dark time of the year, as the days begin to
lengthen and the green shoots begin to appear,
we feel the anticipation of goodness and
beauty, a sign of new life.
In Lamentations 3:22,23 we are reminded of God’s
faithfulness. After the long dark winter our gardens
continue to bring new life. After the past couple
of years we long for, and see signs of hope.
Emerging from the pandemic we are learning to
live with a new understanding of our health and
welfare – and appreciation of those who provide
health care or support when it is needed.
Each new day is a gift from God. Whatever the
circumstances are we can be certain that, as
the sun comes up each day, as the bulbs come
up year on year, we can be assured that his

The message was “No more one in three”
because the shocking fact is that one in three
people are victims of abuse at some point in
their lives. We wore our purple scarves and
carried banners outside Sheffield Cathedral,
Rotherham Minster and Doncaster Minster.

mercies are new every morning, and we are
reminded of his faithfulness.
I would like to take this opportunity to thank you
all for your love and prayers, especially through
last summer and autumn. The disruption of the
pandemic, and through cancer treatment, I had
to step back and let God be in control! And
God continues to be faithful. It’s often easier to
see this as we look back over the days, months
or years. We see it in beauty and strength, hope
and peace, at all times and in all circumstances.
As we look back we also look forward to the
future. We may want things to ‘go back to
normal’ but, like our garden, things around
us, and in our lives, are constantly changing.
Plants need to be pruned; the soil needs to be
prepared for the coming year and the seeds
sown. And, as I lamented last autumn that we
had no plums, we will continue to monitor our
plum tree and will hope that the frosts don’t
damage the blossom this year!
Lord, thank you that your faithfulness is greater
than our understanding. We continue to pray for
stability across our world. We pray for peace and
respect of people and land. We pray that we may
be faithful in every situation and at all times.
God bless, Rev Hilda

We prayed and spoke to people passing by.
Thank you to those who were able to get there
on the day. Everyone please keep on praying
for those who suffer and pray for changes in
the attitudes and behaviour of the perpetrators
of violence.

Christmas tree decorations
Sheffield Mothers’ Union, friends and
supporters are all absolute stars! An appeal
was put out to members earlier last year to
complete a seemingly daunting
task. The suggestion was put
forward to make enough
tree decorations for each
prisoner in Moorland prison
to give to their families,
which would mean making
one thousand Christmas
tree decorations! Well of
course, Mothers’ Union
rose to the occasion
marvelously. Felt, materials,
sewing machines, decorations
at the ready the challenge began.
There were some restrictions obviously but
imaginations reached new heights and during
late November and early December packages
of your beautiful decorations arrived at my
house as you can see in the photo.

It was an absolute joy to unwrap each
contribution that either came through the
post or delivered by hand. A huge thank you
to each and every one of you for
supporting this wonderful cause
giving a great deal of joy to
so many children. Another
plus was that I have made
a very helpful contact at
the prison, who is very
supportive of the work that
we do. She suggested
that the decorations were
put in the visitors centre
with samples of them placed
on the big Christmas tree, the
remainder being put into baskets for
children to choose and take home.
Dave and I delivered them all mid December...
well done everyone!!
Issy Mears

Just Ask
Our Heavenly Father said ‘Ask and it will be given to you, seek and you will find,
knock and the door will be open to you’ Matthew Chap 7 v 7. DASH Deanery has given
overwhelming support to the Doncaster women’s refuge during the pandemic (as have
many others that supported their local refuge in Sheffield diocese).
I only have to ask for help when the refuge is
in urgent need of something and there it is
in abundance. Our neighbours looked twice
when they saw nappies and baby food left on
our doorstep! Two new babies had arrived at
Doncaster Women’s Refuge - how sad for their
mothers!

I also receive support from our local
community, all eager to help in the ever
increasing problem of Domestic Abuse
affecting so many in our diocese.
So, what is Domestic Abuse? A pattern of
power and control over another is the central
concept of Domestic Abuse; so we have to
continue to demonstrate our support, as we do.

In the past I was never even bold enough to sell
raffle tickets, but I have broader shoulders now,
and I’m not afraid to ask for help when required.
Most people are kind and generous, so thank
you to them, not least Mothers’ Union members
helping to eradicate this dreadful crime.

So remember, Ask and it will be given to you,
Seek and you will find, knock and the door
will be opened to you. As we begin a new
Triennium and look to the future, using our
2022 theme ‘Transformation Now’ we should
always remember ‘For with God nothing shall
be impossible’ Luke 1:37
Tanis Cockerham
DASH Deanery Leader

Indoor Members

Through our Lord Jesus Christ,
God acts decisively, and
compassionately, to call all people
to love mercy, act justly, and nurture
healing and justice for everyone.

I have asked for help in our church magazine
and in a local magazine, which resulted in the
charity manager from IKEA distribution centre
contacting me. He asked if he could help
as IKEA supports many local charities and
organisations, schools included. The manager
emails me every few months with a list of
available items, things that are discontinued
lines: bedding, kitchenware, and many other
items, plus soft toys as seen at our Summer
Fayre last year, along with some items used as
raffle prizes.

day by day; their first step forward is probably
into a safe refuge, so that is where our support
helps them to face the challenge.

Our friend, Olive McDonough, left Sheffield to retire in Cheltenham near her daughter.
She lives in a flat in sheltered accommodation and is very happy there.

We can see throughout the Bible that God is
not passive about violence committed against
women. Through our Lord Jesus Christ, God
acts decisively, and compassionately, to call
all people to love mercy, act justly, and nurture
healing and justice for everyone. Throughout
the life and ministry of Jesus we see that he
talks lovingly with women who are mistreated
and abused. We were created to live in peace
and harmony with each other, but just look
at our troubled world! Survivors of Domestic
Abuse are courageously rebuilding their lives,

She has settled in very well and is kept busy
with her new life. It was difficult at first because
we were in the early days of the pandemic,
and Olive couldn’t meet anyone in her
accommodation, but now she has made
lots of new friends and is taken out by her
family regularly. She is able to walk to a
local church and has been made very
welcome. She attends quizzes, plays
bowls and lots of other activities and
has a lovely lunch, in the restaurant,
some days. They have social events
and fund raising coffee mornings
and, as usual, she does lots of
knitting and crochet.
She has sent me this lovely photo
of her new home, together with
her grandson and great grand
daughter. She has also sent
me some more knitting, there
was some at Christmas which
I passed onto the Women’s
Refuge and the newest offerings will go to
the sales table at the next Cathedral coffee

morning for our Sheffield Diocese funds. Thank
you Olive, for your contribution. Keep safe,
keep smiling and keep knitting!
Leslie Harpham

‘Re-imagining Mothers’ Union’
in Sheffield Diocese
Re-imagining Mothers’ Union is a process to re-imagine Mothers’ Union, building on our
strengths and adapting to new challenges to become an organization that will enthuse
both existing and potential members and continue the vision of Mary Sumner.
At the end of 2021 we were asked to hold a
series of Coffee Mornings, to encourage as
many members as possible to contribute their
ideas to Re-imagining Mothers’ Union.
These were some of your responses –
All your responses have been sent to MSH
and Joanne Van Levesley, our Membership
Development Coordinator, who will attend a
Conference shortly to discuss these idea.
(The planned conference has been
rescheduled due to COVID!)

Ideas to build for the future

Gift Aid is a tax relief scheme that
allows charities to claim 25% of
the tax already paid on all eligible
donations made by a UK taxpayer.

Imaginative ideas for fundraising
Support for the Refuges and local groups
	Communications with members keeping in
touch and passing on information.
What holds us back from moving
forward?
Increasing age of the majority of members

Wishes for Mothers’ Union

	Meeting times – which are in the day, are not
necessarily suitable for young mums

To encourage members

	Lack of incentive to take leadership roles
amongst many

Reach out to new members of all ages

Make sure your
gift goes further for
Mothers’ Union

This means you can increase your
donation to MU by an extra 25% at no
extra cost to you. So for example, your
membership subs of £23, becomes
£28.75 with Gift Aid.

Modernize and become up to date

Not publicising our achievements

How can I Gift Aid my donation to MU?

Am I eligible for Gift Aid?

Wider understanding of our worldwide role

Access / non access to the internet by many
members

You can make sure that every donation that
you’ve made to MU in the past, and everything
you donate in the future, is eligible for Gift Aid by
completing a simple Gift Aid declaration form
(available from treasurer@sheffieldmu.co.uk)

You’re eligible for Gift Aid if you’re a UK
taxpayer and have paid income or capital
gains tax within the financial year.

More publicity
We want to keep
Social Gatherings and Meeting together
	Newsletters with helpful info on how to
support MU
Fellowship and friendship
Zoom meetings
We don’t need

This is a statement from you to MU confirming
that you are a UK taxpayer and that you want
us to claim gift aid on your donations. It covers
all donations, whether you make them online or
in another way.
Please remember to tell us about any change
in your tax status, or if your name or address
changes so that we can update our records.

You don’t necessarily have to be working to
pay tax. If any of the following situations apply
to you then you could still qualify for Gift Aid:
You have taxable savings, a state pension or
other pension plans
You have taxable investment or rental income
You pay capital gains tax.
Only UK tax counts, so if you pay tax outside
the UK then unfortunately we won’t be able to
claim Gift Aid for your donation.

Speakers at every meeting
Too much paperwork
Too many rules and regulations

Remember: if you pay less income tax or capital gains tax in the current tax year than the amount of
Gift Aid claimed on all your donations it is your responsibility to pay any difference.

News from Fundraising
and Communications Unit
If you would like to borrow the Mothers’ Union Display Boards, they are now being stored
by Moira Leach, who can be contacted at email komedy@btopenworld.com.
The pull-up banner is being stored by Vice
President Liz, who can be contacted at email
vp.donc@sheffieldmu.co.uk. Just a reminder
too that if you, your branch or deanery are
planning an event please send the details for
the Diary on the website to Elizabeth, email
webmaster@sheffieldmu.co.uk to ensure
maximum publicity. Also to Sarah, Newsline
Editor at newsline@sheffieldmu.co.uk, for the
‘Dates for your Diaries’ page.

Both Sarah and Elizabeth will also be delighted
to receive a few words and a photo if possible
about events and activities which have taken
place. This could be fundraising events, special
services, enrolments, social outings, interesting
places you have visited or people you have met.
Susan Sayles

Ukraine
Mothers’ Union stands firmly with the people of Ukraine,
both those who have fled the country and those who remain.
We pray for peace and that support is provided as and when
needed, for the homeless, for the injured, for families torn apart
and for those grieving over loss of loved ones .

Her Majesty Queen Elizabeth
is our Patron
A Platinum Edition of ‘Words and Thoughts of
Encouragement‘. (the last 50 letters) is being prepared
by Tanis as a memento of the Queen’s Jubilee.
This is available to order at a discounted price of £2.50
per copy. Please contact Tanis to order one as this will
enable her to know how many copies to have printed.
God bless
Tanis C, Deanery Leader DASH
01302 882637

NEWS FROM AROUND THE DIOCESE
NEWS FROM AROUND THE DEANERIES

DASH Deanery
CART Christian African Relief Trust
After almost two years of not being able to
accept donations of aid for Africa, CART have
opened their huge doors again and on Monday
7th February we travelled to their headquarters
in Huddersfield with a car full of beautiful knitted
blankets, large size knitted jumpers, a tent, (for
Africa) and clothes, handbags and children’s
books (for the shop). The knitting was done
by wonderfully dedicated members during
lockdown and the volunteers at CART greeted it
all with great joy and grateful thanks!!!

What a lovely
welcome to the Mothers’
Union after almost 2 years. Thank
you to the members of DASH Deanery who
gave their time and skills for African people.
John and Pat Simpson.

Barnby Dun Branch
Constance Clark 1929-2021 Connie was a
much loved member of the Mothers’ Union for
a number of years. Connie joined as a young
mother and she continued as a member until
the Barnby Dun branch went into abeyance.
When the branch reformed in 1997 Connie
continued her membership and was presented
with a long service award. During the last few
years, ill health prevented her from attending
meetings but as through all her life she
continued to support the Aims and Objectives of
the Mothers’ Union.

Barnby Dun Christmas party.
(Festive food and fun)
It was a lovely afternoon. More than
20 members enjoyed fellowship and
carol singing.
Tanis Cockerham, DASH Deanery
Leader, gave a talk to Barnby Dun
Ladies Circle, promoting Mothers’ Union
and using ‘Walking in their footsteps’
presentation re Domestic Abuse.

NEWS FROM AROUND THE DEANERIES

Cantley Branch
Marie Robinson
was enrolled on
16 February by
Father Andrew.
Welcome
Marie.

Sprotbrough Branch
Dorothy Eckersley
was enrolled on
19th January by
Liz Paver.
Welcome
Dorothy.

Enrolments and welcome to the branch took
place at the DASH Advent service, held in
Sprotbrough Church.

Congratulations to Jan and Ian Wild on
their Diamond Wedding Anniversary on
the 30th December, 2021.

Ecclesall and
Attercliffe Deanery

St Francis, Bessacarr

10th February Enrolment service
After quite a few new and previous members
had joined the branch during lockdown,
through our Zoom monthly meetings, St Francis
were, at last, able to enroll and welcome them
into our organisation. President Gill Fellows,
came to our meeting, along with VP Liz Paver,
DASH Deanery Leader, Tanis Cockerham and
members from Sprotbrough and Barnby Dun.
St Francis Branch was delighted to welcome
everyone and 40 plus members and friends
enjoyed the fellowship, Gill’s excellent talk about
our 2022 Theme, ‘Transformation...Now’, and the
first hot drinks to be served by the branch
in almost 2 years!!! It was a lovely afternoon and
Gill enrolled 6 new members and welcomed
3 more. Our youngest friend present was lovely
3 year old Hazel, she came along to support her
Grandmother, Alison as she was welcomed to
St Francis branch.

NEWS FROM AROUND THE DEANERIES

Congratulations
to: New members...
Sue Ellis, Rachael North, Janet Sergeant.
St Francis.
Gill Atkinson, Sandra Cannon. Barnby Dun.
Ann Derby. Sprotbrough.
Ann Gray was welcomed from St John The
Baptist, Samford Peverell, Somerset. Alison
Goodman and Jane Rounce were welcomed
back to St Francis Branch.
What a buzz there was in the hall as people
chatted afterwards and renewed friendships
after lockdown. Our Diocesan MUe Rep,
Margaret Culloden also did a great job selling
MU cards and gifts on her well stocked stall.
We all went home feeling elated that this
brilliant organisation is well and truly alive and
kicking in DASH Deanery.

Flowers for Mary Williams from St James,
Woodhouse and St Catherine of Siena
MU to thank her for her work as Attercliffe
Deanery Leader.

Several items were given to Sheffield
Refuge Assorted gift bags for 37 ladies
at the Refuges. Advent Calendars for
the children, baby toys for 3 babies.
Everything came from several generous
branch members and friends from their
churches. We hope and pray they all had
a lovely Christmas.

NEWS FROM AROUND THE DEANERIES

Ecclesall and Attercliffe Deanery (Continued)
St. John the Evangelist
Abbeydale and
Millhouses Branch
Reverend Brian Cranwell celebrated his
90th Birthday on 7th January this year.
Brian has been, and still is an active
member of our branch since moving into
the area after his retirement as a minister.
He has been a member of the Mothers’
Union for over 25 years and has worked
in Malawi prior to moving back to the
UK. In Malawi he witnessed first-hand
Mothers’ Union work on the ground
where members, trained by Mary Sumner
House personnel help to educate local
people in many practical ways.
Margaret Minns

Branch members were sad to hear of
the death of their IMPC member Pat
Bollington, peacefully on November
12th, aged 97 years. Pat was a loyal
MU member for 7 years and a devout
member of our Church for many
years. She is much missed.

Ecclesfield Deanery

Dore Branch

St Nicholas Bradfield

Dore Branch and village members went ahead
with our annual Christmas Market on 27
November despite heavy snow and gales! - and
Covid. Only about 40 people made it and those
who did felt like Olympic champions. We made
£400 for MU charities plus £182 for Community
Hall refurbishment - well worth the effort.

After our service on December 2nd, 12
members enjoyed making doves. We had such
fun. We also sent our collection, agreed by all,
via a personal account to be doubled up plus
gift aid to MS House.
We were unsure about visiting a local hostelry
due to distancing issues so we organised an
Afternoon Tea instead. This was such a happy
occasion and it was lovely to see faces without
masks all smiling.

Oughtibridge MU have been collecting for the
women’s refuge. Thank you to all our readers
who support in this way, and thank you to
those who act as our links with the refuges.

St Oswalds
St Catherine
of Siena Branch

NEWS FROM AROUND THE DEANERIES

Here are a few of our MU members making
decorations for Issy and friends to put into the
Christmas Cards for Prisoners.
Sally Wood

Rotherham and Laughton Deanery
The branches are meeting regularly again and
all looking at ways of helping others. Kiveton
Park and Wales Branch is collecting items for
Rotherham Women’s Refuge, Ryecroft Branch
is planning a pie, peas and puds event for AFIA.
Whiston plans to hold a home-made stall for the
‘Make a Mother’s Day’ appeal and Bramley, I’m
sure, will be looking forward to resuming their
strawberry cream teas later this year
I have stepped down as Deanery Leader after
almost eight years. It was my privilege to take
over from Margery Jones in 2014 when Sheila
Wood was President. I feel I have done my stint
but am saddened by the general reluctance of
members to take on leadership roles resulting

in so many branches closing. I gained as much
as I put in, not,least by meeting and making
new friends, one of whom, Moira, is stepping
into the breach as DL for the time being. I am
very grateful to her and wish her well.
At our recent Whiston branch meeting (where
I received more gifts for Rotherham Women’s
Refuge) I recalled some memories of my time
there as a volunteer with the children’s service.
In particular I spoke about ‘A Grand Day Out’.
Judging by the smiling faces of my audience it
was much enjoyed. I would be happy to share
this short talk with other branches.
Margaret Tupling

NEWS FROM THE DEANERIES

NEWS FROM THE DEANERIES

Rotherham and Laughton Deanery (Continued)

Wath Deanery
Barnburgh

St Francis Bramley Branch

Regrets and Blessings
Hilary Moffat, a member for many years, will be
much missed by us all.

On 22nd October 2021, members of
the Branch hosted a coffee morning.
This was in aid of the Mothers’ Union’s
charity AFIA. The coffee morning raised
£186.35. Thank you to all who supported
this event, including members from other
Mothers’ Union branches.

All Saints Branch
Special birthday celebrations
Lilian Beasley, Marlene Grainger,
Irene Ryder and Gloria Sherburn

St Nicolas, Ryecroft

Golden wedding celebration
Irene and Tony Ryder

On Sunday December 12th 2021,
during the morning service, Moira
Leach (as VP for Sheffield &
Rotherham) was delighted to be able
to enrol two new members to the
branch - Mrs Jean Pemberton and Mr
Rob Ward. The service was conducted
by retired Priest, Father Norman Pay,
who made us all feel very much at
home.

We have welcomed 5 new members: Lynne Byrne,
Geoffrey Fellows, Lesley Harpham and Steven Van
Levesley, and enrolled Janet Hallows. Pictured with
Deanery Leader Mary.

Regrets and blessings
Sadly, we have lost our oldest member.
Mildred Venables had been a member for
75 years - a lovely lady who will be missed
by us all.

9th Jan 2022 was a very special date for Jackie
Robinson. It was the day she celebrated her
80th Birthday. Special arrangements had been
made and a big family occasion was held
at the Marquis Hotel, A very happy day was
shared by all.
Jean Goodall

At our meeting on
February 9, 2022 the
speaker was the lovely
Bishop Sophie. It was
very well attended as
you can see for a very
cold windy night.

AFIA - Away From It All holiday project
In 2021 AFIA provided holidays for six families, four brought forward from 2020
and two were 2021 applicants.
Actually the funds now available would not be
sufficient to provide 6 holidays this year, and it
is for this reason I have made this report which
is really an appeal.
AFIA works purely for the benefit of individuals
and families within our Diocese and is funded
only by its Deanery and Branch fund raising
events.
Every Deanery and Branch are expected to
hold annual fund raising events for AFIA. When
visiting a branch recently, who were eager to
know more about AFIA, they were not aware
that they were supposed to raise funds for it.
I feel this is not the only Branch or Deanery
in the same situation, and is probably due
to something we are all guilty of from time to
time. That is when new leaders take over, we
assume they are aware all that is required of
them, sadly this is not the case and this is how
vital information is lost.
AFIA and the Overseas Funds are the only
MU projects run and funded by its members,
AFIA through Deanery and Branch fund raising
and Overseas from the General Fund, all the
other projects we support such as Clewer,
Cart, Women’s Refuges etc. are not organised
or run by the MU they are independently run

by other charities or organisations and have
many outside supporters. AFIA has no other
supporters than you and relies solely on your
funding to work. Please do what you can as
soon as you can, without your support the
project cannot exist.
Bramley Branch usually hold a Strawberry
Tea each June, but obviously as they only
restarted their meetings in September were not
able to do this. However, it did not stop them
holding an alternative fund raiser on Friday
22nd October when it held a Coffee Morning
and Bring and Buy. I would also like to thank
branches who, despite not being able to meet
due to Covid, continued to raise funds for AFIA,
in particular two members from Christ Church,
Fulwood who for the past 18 months made and
sold greetings cards raising over £350.00.
All the families were so grateful to the Mothers’
Union members for their love and kindness,
providing them with a chance to get Away
From It All - and come home refreshed and
ready to face the future
Please do what you can this year.
Thank you
Love from Angela Parker
AFIA Rep

Letters from people who had an AFIA holiday last year
Hello Angela
So sorry for the late update and thanks on
our holiday. We have just been so busy since
arriving back with washing and sorting kids
back for school on Monday!
We would just again like to thanks all that
was involved in funding our family holiday to
Haven.
We overall had a pleasant visit. The
caravan was absolutely beautiful and
clean, the kids enjoyed it very much.
We also did a few fun activities on the
park, including swimming which was
our favourite. The private beach was
lovely and we often had a walk up
in the evening for a foot splash
in the sea. We had odd days in
Cleethorpes, playing bowling and
having fish and chips, also plenty
of doughnuts!
We cannot express how grateful as a family we
are, that we had a lovely opportunity like this.
I hope all of you are well
Many, many, thanks.

Dear Angela,
First of all, I would like to thank you for your
help and arranging this trip for our family.
We had a wonderful week with my family after
a long time since we had a holiday. We enjoyed
every single moment in the caravan itself and
inside the Haven Park as well as touring in the
Cleethorpes countryside.
As you know I have a special need child with
severe autism, who required 2:1 support.
I cannot describe how she was so happy.
Usually, we are so limited where we can go

as she is so hard to manage as she has no
sense of danger. Having her with my other kids
in Haven Park in a secure area was a great
experience. The holiday offered us a lot of
happiness, and bringing all family members
together whatever their different abilities.
Therefore, I would like to ask you kindly
considering our family in the future for another
holiday if possible.
Once again, thank you very much.
Much appreciated

Branch meetings in a time of COVID
At first everything was cancelled. We visited each other standing two meters apart,
wearing face masks, standing on doorsteps. There was a lot of telephoning, helping
each other out. We still managed to do the refuge collection in May 2020.
There was a get-together in my garden one day
in summer, a Deanery meeting in September, a
Deanery Advent service with a candle at home!
We kept deferring everything, believing this
situation would soon end.
By 2021, we were all beginning to feel a bit
rebellious. There was a day in February when
four of us sat on garden chairs in Elsecar Park,
pretending to be two separate couples to fit
in with government guidelines. We decided
that, as soon as we were allowed to meet, we
would just get out in the fresh air and do simple
activities together. We arranged to have a full
programme of events through the summer, with
two events each month. Suddenly life became
exciting: lunch at the Bothy in Wentworth
Garden Centre, another visit to Elsecar Park,

coffee in back gardens. After months indoors,
it was heady stuff. We were welcomed by
Ecclesfield MU to coffee and cake in their
church. We were into ventilation, minimal mask
wearing, some social distancing and getting
out at last! There was a blip in August when
I hosted a strawberry afternoon tea and four
people ended up with COVID. No matter how
careful we were to keep the tables apart, the
virus won that day.
By September 2021, the coffee mornings in
the Cathedral had started. We had another
deanery meeting, and we decided to start
branch meetings. Some of us were cautious
about ventilation in church, so we hired the
Pensioners’ room at Tankersley Welfare.
Numbers were down.

Some were ill, some self-isolating, some just
out of the habit of going out. Those of us who
came really appreciated being out of the house
and feeling a sense of normality. We even had
a Christmas dinner at the Hare and Hounds,
but by then Omicron was causing a rise in
cases and caution returned.
Already in January 2022 we have cancelled
a meeting due to Omicron. The programme
is fixed for this year, but we have learned that
nothing can be definite. We are all tired. Every
area of our lives is more difficult - shopping,
getting a doctor’s appointment, getting repairs
done in the home. We are all putting so much
energy into getting lateral flow tests, supporting
family and friends who are sick, getting a
Covid pass, remembering face masks, that

enthusiasm for meetings is lower than usual.
What does the future hold for branch
meetings? Do we continue to plan, invite
speakers, stick to the regime of those
gloriously free pre-covid days? Or do we settle
for something much more simple, and focus
our energies on supporting weaker members
and MU causes? I suppose the answer to
that depends on the individual profile of each
branch. Numbers, health, age and wishes of
members will affect the decisions made by
each branch. The main lesson the pandemic
has taught me is that the friendship and mutual
support of our members is of value and must
be a priority.
Julia Cook
Tankersley and Pilley MU

Explaining God
Written by Danny Dutton, aged 6, from Chula Vista, California, for his third
grade homework assignment ‘Explaining God’.
One of God’s main jobs is making people.
He makes them to replace the ones who
die so there will be enough people to take
care of things on earth. He doesn’t make
grown-ups, just babies. I think because
they are smaller and easier to make.
That way, He doesn’t have to take up His
valuable time teaching them to talk and
walk. He can just leave that to mothers
and fathers.
God’s second most important job is
listening to prayers. An awful lot of
this goes on, since some people, like
preachers, pray at other times besides
bedtime. God doesn’t have time to listen
to the radio and watch TV because of this.
Because He hears everything, there must
be a terrible lot of noise in His ears, unless
he has thought of a way to turn it off. God
sees everything and hears everything and
is everywhere, which keeps Him pretty
busy. So you shouldn’t go over your Mom
and Dad’s head asking for something they
said you could not have.
Atheists are people who don’t believe
in God. I don’t think there are any in
California. At least, there aren’t any who
come to our church.
Jesus is God’s son. He used to do all
the hard work, like walking in water

and performing miracles and trying to
teach people who didn’t want to learn
about God. They finally got tired of His
preaching to them and they crucified Him.
But he was good and kind like His Father
and he told His Father that they didn’t
know what they were doing, and to forgive
them and God said OK. His Dad (God)
appreciated everything that He had done
and all His hard work on earth, so He told
Him He didn’t have to go out on the road
anymore, He could stay in heaven. So
He did. And now He helps His Dad out
by listening to prayers and seeing things
which are important for God to take care
of and which ones He can take care of
Himself without having to bother God.
Like a secretary but more important. You
can pray any time you want and they will
be sure to hear you, because they have
got it worked out so one of them is on
duty at all times.
You should always go to church on
Sundays, because it makes God happy
and if there is anyone you want to make
happy, it’s God. Don’t skip church to do
something you think will be more fun, like
going to the beach. This is wrong! And,
besides, the sun doesn’t come out at the
beach until noon anyway.

Because God hears everything,
there must be a terrible lot of
noise in His ears, unless he has
thought of a way
to turn it off.

If you don’t believe in God, besides
being an atheist, you will be very
lonely, because your parents can’t
go everywhere with you, like to
camp, but God can. It is good to
know He’s around when you’re
scared in the dark or when you can’t
swim very good and you get thrown
into real deep water by big kids. But
you shouldn’t just always think of
what God can do for you. I figure
God put me here and He can take
me back anytime He pleases. And
that’s why I believe in God.

Dates for
your diaries

IMPC members celebrating 90+ birthdays
DASH DEANERY
Audrey Williams, 97, Ivy Harkin, 98 and
Wendy Shand, 90.
ECCLESALL AND ATTERCLIFFE DEANERY
Mary Roberts, 91, Sheila Wenninger, 92, Joan Wragg, 92 and
Beryl Hopkinson, 99.

APRIL
Friday 1
Cathedral Coffee Morning from 10.15am
to 12 noon. Host Deaneries: Rotherham
and Laughton
Saturday 2
Commissioning Service at Rotherham Minster
at 2pm
Saturday 23
Spring Council and AGM at Warmsworth
Church Hall from 10am to 12 noon
MAY
Friday 6
Cathedral Coffee Morning from 10.15am to 12
noon. Host Deanery: Wath
Tuesday 10
MU Quiet Day from 10.30am to 2.30pm,
Chapter House at Sheffield Cathedral. Please
bring a packed lunch and £5.00 to cover
expenses. Speaker: Cathy Davie ‘Living in the
Light of Eternity’
Wednesday 18
An hour of ‘Quiet Reflection’ at 2:00pm is to
be held in Barnby Dun church, led by Peter
Cockerham. Refreshments will be available.
Everyone welcome.
Saturday 21
Coffee Morning for AFIA at Harley Village
Mission House for 10am to 12 noon

JUNE
Friday 3
Cathedral Coffee Morning from 10.15am to
12 noon. Host Deanery: Tankersley
JULY
Friday 1st
Cathedral Coffee Morning from 10.15am to
12 noon. Hosts: Trustees
AUGUST
Friday 5
Cathedral Coffee Morning from 10.15am
to 12 noon. Host Deanery: Eccelsall &
Attercliffe
Tuesday 9
Mary Sumner Day service in Sheffield
Cathedral at 2pm

OCTOBER
Friday 7
Cathedral Coffee Morning
from 10.15am to 12
noon Host Deaneries:
Rotherham & Laughton
and Wath
NOVEMBER
Friday 4
Cathedral Coffee Morning
from 10.15am to 12 noon
Host Deanery: Ecclesfield
DECEMBER
Friday 2
Cathedral Coffee Morning
from 10.15am to 12 noon.
Hosts: Trustees

SEPTEMBER
Friday 2
Cathedral Coffee Morning from 10.15am to
12 noon Host Deanery: DASH
Friday and Saturday 24
MU Annual Service and Gathering in
Belfast. Details to follow

ROTHERHAM AND LAUGHTON DEANERY
Connie Shepherd MBE, 90 and Helen Shepard, 96.
WATH DEANERY
Gwen Kitching, 90, Margaret Boor, 93 and Greta Hewitt, 91.

Regrets and Blessings
DASH Deanery Many Mothers’ Union members were saddened
to hear of the passing of Jean Clark. Jean was a devoted, long
standing member of Mothers’ Union for at least 66 years. She
moved to Goole from Newark to live with her son and daughterin-law following the death of her husband. She immediately
joined the Goole branch and became a much loved member.
Following her 90th birthday she travelled out to Australia to be
with her daughter for 9 months before returning to Goole. She
became an Indoor member in 2019 and eventually moved to
live in Westfield Park Residential Home, where she died with
her family at her side just two days short of her 94th birthday in
January this year. During her funeral service the Mary Sumner
Personal Prayer was read at the request of her family. Jean will
be missed by all who knew her.
ECCLESALL AND ATTERCLIFFE DEANERY
Deidre Doman and Betty Grayson.

Please note that all these dates
may be subject to change.

ECCLESFIELD DEANERY
Kathleen Barnaby and
Betty Mitchell.
TANKERSLEY DEANERY
Freda Hunter.

Sheffield Diocese Mothers’ Union
President: Gill Fellows, 22 Coverleigh Road,
Wath upon Dearne, Rotherham. S63 7JJ
president@sheffieldmu.co.uk
Secretary: Steven Bisby, 71 Earlesmere Ave,
Balby, Doncaster. DN4 0QD
secretary@sheffieldmu.co.uk
Treasurer: Phill Jackson,
23 Forehill Avenue, Bessacarr, Doncaster.
DN4 7EX
treasurer@sheffieldmu.co.uk
Chaplain:
Reverend Hilda Isaacson:
chaplain@sheffieldmu.co.uk
Provincial President: June Houghton
junemu2000@yahoo.co.uk
Diocesan Correspondent:
Maureen Moore, 148 Pear Tree Ave, Rotherham.
S66 3NF

Our link Dioceses in the Wave of
Prayer: Diocese of Central Zimbabwe,
Lango in Uganda, Kebbi in Nigeria,
Tamale in Ghana, and Guadalcanal in
the Solomon Islands.
Newsline Editorial Team:
Gill Fellows, Moira Leach, Elizabeth Dean,
Sarah Rogerson and Pat Simpson
Editor’s Note: Please can all photos
be in ‘jpg’ and would you send them as
attachments. Scanned hard copies do
not reproduce as well as ‘jpg’ copies.
Please submit contributions for Summer
Newsline by June 10, 2022 to Sarah
Rogerson, newsline@sheffieldmu.co.uk
(Please make sure photos are in focus)
Please also send dates, times and photos
for the website to Elizabeth Dean,
117 Allerburn Lea, Alnwick, Northumberland
NE66 2QR or webmaster@sheffield.co.uk

Useful Websites
Sheffield Mothers’ Union - Our own website
Mothers’ Union - Everything about Mothers’ Union
MUeShop - Fundraising for MU via
Sheffield Diocese - Find out what is happening locally

www.sheffieldmu.co.uk
www.mothersunion.org
www.mueshop.org
www.sheffield.anglican.org

Editor’s note:
The opinion expressed in each article is the opinion of its author and does not necessarily reflect the
opinion of Sheffield Diocese MU.

