 Winter Council January 21,2012

 We have 2 Councils a year, where members hear of what has happened in the Mothers’ Union across the Diocese over the past six months and what there is to look forward to. We hear of the progress of our projects and catch upon our financial situation. Not only is it a chance to meet together but we also have a keynote speaker at each Council, who always manage to give us food for thought.

Winter Council 2012 was no exception. Over 130 Mothers’ Union members came to Sheffield Hallam University on January 21, where our keynote speaker was Imogen Clout, a family lawyer and author. She gave us an entertaining, inspiring and challenging talk on the effects on family law of recent legislation and therefore what actually constitutes a family. She showed us the different ways someone can be a parent, particularly now that there is civil partnership, licensed fertility treatment and surrogacy. There are also a number of situations in which people gain parental responsibility, which gives the rights and duties which go with the care of the child. So for an organisation devoted to supporting family life, as the Mothers Union is, we do need to have a broad view of what actually is a family. Imogen pointed out some chaotic family situations featured in the Bible and suggested that our concern as Christians should not be how a child got into the world or who its parents are but more for supporting its parents to bring their child up in a stable loving environment. Imogen certainly did give us food for thought!
Every year, the Mothers’ Union has a theme it works to. In 2012, we are looking to discover our gifts and to celebrate them. As part of this, we also plan to do what we can to celebrate the work and commitment of Mothers’ Union members. At Council, we were encouraged to try to attend at least one of the special events this year and everyone, member or not, is welcome to come! The first is a Lady Day Service at Doncaster Minster, where the Bishop of Sheffield will be preaching, on March 25 at 3pm. We will feature more of these events over the next few months on the website so please keep coming back!

